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(As our support for Richard enters a new year and a critical phase in federal
court, I want to share a more current profile of his circumstances. While we are
faced with seeking new counsel which can carry the matter forward, as well as
the attendant costs, I must also remind everyone that, for example, the 500
constituent signatures I have on petitions I will take soon to Rep. Olver and
Senators Kerry and Kennedy and the daily inquries and suggestions from folks
wanting to help all began with one outreach e-mail to us from a man in
Connecticut. I particularly single out the efforts of Father Roach of Shelburne
Falls who engaged his congregation and has now enlished participation of 18
others. A suggestion today is that we seek involvement of a regional law school
with our client as a project. If you have suggestions, particularly for fund-raising,
please send them along...Carl)

Richard Sitcha is a poster-man for the thousands of men and women
incarcerated in the aftermath of 9/11. This is his story. A native of Cameroon in
Western Africa, he studied and was a practicing bailiff when he came into conflict
with his government. Young people (later termed the Bepanda Nine) had
disappeared and their families came to him for assistance. He learned that the
captives had been taken to a naval base near Douala. At the base he learned the
youths had been executed. As a result of Sitcha’s further attentions to the needs
of the families of the victims, he says, he was arrested and tortured (beating the
bottoms of his feet with a machete). The same political connections that allowed
him to gather information helped him to flee Cameroon before being further
charged. By all accounts, Cameroon is less than a "free" society and was, at the
time, under martial law.

He is 42, married, and has two children. His wife is in France and his two boys
remain in Cameroon. A devout Catholic, he became an active member of St.
Ann’s Church of the Immaculate Conception, Hartford, where he was a
resourceful, well-regarded member of the community.

Arriving in the US April 27, 2001, Sitcha followed the law in applying for political
refuge. He was granted asylum on January 16, 2003. He also received a social
security card and work permit, and he was employed. Then, Immigration and
Naturalization Services asked to reopen his case and, at a September 18, 2003,
hearing, the judge said contacts had been made in Cameroon, where his story
could not be verified, revoked the previously granted asylum status and, without
his having committed or been charged with any crime, he was jailed. He was
lodged at Osborn, Connecticut’s maximum security facility, which is surrounded
by hundreds of acres of jails built on what was once a Shaker farm. At Osborn he
was assaulted and so badly beaten by a cell mate that he had to be hospitalized
and was put on suicide watch. One unanswered question is why he was housed



with hardened criminals. The more recent period of his 15-month incarceration
has been at Greenfield, MA jail, where space is rented for numerous detainees of
similar status. The annual budget for federal prisoners at Greenfield exceeds $1-
million.

According to Sitcha, his first attorney proved ineffective, failing to file documents
in a timely manner, and was discharged. There is a language barrier and Sitcha’s
hospitalization while briefly pro se add complications. Habeas appeal of the
asylum reversal and his incarceration should have been filed in appellate court.
At present represented by John McKenna of Springfield, he is awaiting a ruling
by Judge Ponser in Federal District Court, Springfield, as well as the
government’s counter motion and attempt to deport him.

Reads our state department report on Cameroon, "Two forms of physical abuse
commonly reported to be inflicted on non-violent political activists and anti-
government detainees include the ‘bastinade’ in which the victim is beaten on the
soles of the feet." Thus one branch of our government condemns Cameroon for
torture practiced on Sitcha, while another branch would send him back for more.
This begs the question: why are the INS and Justice Department eager to send
Sitcha back to his tormentors? Of course, the answer must be speculative.
Ordinary people often become pawns in high stakes international affairs. Ruling
Cameroon for the past 22 years, President Biya is a virtual dictator who has been
repeatedly criticized in these US State Department reports. Sitcha and his rapidly
growing community in Connecticut and Massachusetts regard deportation as a
death sentence.

Cameroon, like other "places of interest" to American enterprise has significant
reserves of oil and gas. In 2002, Cameroon’s proven oil reserves were 400-
million barrels, while natural gas reserves were 3.9-trillion cubic feet. These
numbers may be dwarfed by regions with greater resources potential, yet the US
scramble to control the dwindling, finite world supply invites the practice of Henry
Kissinger-style realpolitik - the engaging of all agencies of government in a
foreign policy based on material rather than ethical objectives.

In 2003, ExxonMobil linked neighboring Chad with Cameroon in an oil pipeline
that terminates at the port city of Doula. Construction was through the ancestral
lands of the Bagyeli people, without compensation to them. As the wire bends, so
this account ironically closes. Doula is the city in which Sitcha learned the fate of
the Bepanda Nine. Through taxes we pay, the fuel for our cars, to those being
held in our county jails run links in this story. All things are connected.

From the standpoint that our constitutional protections make reference not to
citizens but to "persons," both lay and legal opinion holds that there are
numerous constitutional violations in his case. Bail for one who had significant
family and social status in his home country and would return there under
democratic government, and who has nothing to gain by flight, has been



suggested as "supporters putting up the value of their property." While Sitcha
should be freed in order to provide significant assistance in his defense,
something well in excess of a million-dollar bail is thus being suggested.

Judge Ponser may rule on the habeas /government motions, but the best
outcome would be to allow the case to go back in time to where several errors
occurred, that is, by allowing the case to return to Bureau of Immigration.
McKenna’s practice is limited to district court, so Sitcha need representation in
his appeal process, and funds must be raised to continue the case.

Among options being explored by Sitcha’s supporters are amicus filings,
particularly one sought from 1991 US Ambassador to Cameroon, Christine Cook,
who Sitcha says participated in public demonstrations against Biya’s fraudulent
election, for which she was withdrawn by George H. Bush. Despite reluctance of
Cameroonian persons to take the risk of supporting Sitcha, attempts are being
made to obtain such contacts. In a twist on criminal procedure in which the
prosecution must place the accused at the scene of a crime, in this federal case
Sitcha is being required to prove a crime was committed against him - not an
easy task in an undemocratic state.

 It is worth observing that a reported 20,000 persons per day are being held by
our government under provisions of the Patriot Act, nearly all people of color or of
the Muslim faith. Under the guise of national security, racism and intolerance are
hard at work. Even that shifting 20,000 number masks a larger figure, as some
are deported while others are rounded up.

Sicha and his church community have provided some money, fund-raising has
occurred, and Attorney McKenna has been generous with his help. To say Sitcha
is a poster man for a cause, is to ask consideration of the scandalous
constitutional abuse directed at those thousands with poor resources who are
accused and imprisoned until they are flown out of the country. It is not a leap to
recall the manner in which in recent years Argentine and Chilean dissidents were
loaded into planes and "disappeared" at sea.
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