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Proposals that passed:
Structure
1. Election of Financial Committee Treasurer: The current structure of the Financial
Committee calls for one financial representative to be elected from each region and one
treasurer with an alternate elected nationally.  The Coordinating Committee proposes an
amendment to the structure of the Financial Committee.  Each region will still elect a
representative but the financial committee will elect its own treasurer from among its
members.  The individual elected will serve as treasurer until the next national conference
when the issue can be revisited.
2. Resolutions may be adopted at regional or national CAN Conferences. Resolutions will
be associated with the conference(s) at which they were passed.  Resolutions will require
a simple majority to pass.

Points of Unity
1. We oppose the occupation of Iraq under the auspices of the United Nations or any
other foreign power.
2. We oppose the invasion and occupation of Afghanistan and Call for the immediate
withdrawal of all US troops.

Resolutions
1. We oppose the current US occupation of Haiti and the US-led coup against
democratically elected president Jean-Bertrand Aristide.  We demand the immediate
withdrawal of all troops from Haiti and support the self-determination of the Haitian
people, without economic or political interference from foreign powers.

2. We condemn the racist portrayal of Iraqis resisting the occupation of their country as
terrorists and savages.  For centuries imperialist powers have used arguments claiming the
inferiority of the people when they conquer in order to further their own agenda of
colonialism and plunder. We have seen the reemergence of these “White Man’s Burden”
arguments in order to justify the occupation of Iraq. These arguments are inherently racist
and we reject the notion that the Iraqi people are not capable of governing themselves. We
are in full support of Iraq; calls for fair and free elections now.  Real self-determination
means Iraq; control over their own lives, their own land, their own resources, their own
economy and their own government
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3. As the U.S. government voices its own support for “self determination,”
“sovereignty,” and “self-rule” for the Iraqi people—and boasts about its progress
towards this goal and supposed plans for fully achieving it easily and quickly—WE wish
to reaffirm our support for Iraqi self determination and clearly distinguish this position
from the similar sounding—but fundamentally opposite one—being put forward now by
our government.

June 30th of this year has been picked by the Bush Administration as the day that
Iraqis will truly begin to “govern themselves.”  They say that, at that point, the US
troops will transform from occupiers to “invited guests” and the noble war aim of
bringing liberation and democracy to the Iraqi people will be realized.

The recent installation of the US-sponsored constitution, signed by the US-picked
Governing Council does not change the reality of the repressive and murderous US
occupation, which rests upon the daily humiliation, dehumanization and silencing of the
Iraqi people.  The US government’s creation of flattering photo-opportunities and
enthusiastic press releases about “self determination” and “transfer of power” are
powerfully contradicted not only be the current situation in Iraq, but also by the long
history of colonial powers using indirect, covert, or veiled means to pursue and enforce
their domination over other countries.  The US’s ongoing efforts to solidify and make
permanent the military barracks, bases and infrastructure they used during the invasion
and occupation point to the real meaning of “sovereignty” that the occupiers have in
mind.  A ceremonial transfer of power would not be a step toward ending US
involvement, but rather a shift in the outward appearance of the US military occupation
towards a more easily justifiable, credible, and long-term subjugation of Iraq.  A puppet
government ruling by the consent of the US government, for the enrichment of US
colonial interests, and through the armed enforcement of the US military stationed in Iraq
is NOT, and can never bring, real self determination.

4. CAN recognizes hardships faced by troops around the world. Our schools are the main
recruiting grounds for the armed forces, and many students join with expectations of
receiving benefits of education and health care. After enlistment they face the reality that
many of the promises made to them fall short. While enlisted, they face discrimination
based on gender, race, religion, and sexual preference. During service and after discharge
they face inadequate funding for schools and health care that was promised to them.
Therefore, CAN supports the GI rights that are promised but not received.

5. CAN condemns the use of Depleted Uranium and calls for an investigation to uncover
the medical and environmental effects of its use. Furthermore we call for reparations to be
made to all those that have suffered from its use.

6. During the Vietnam war the resistance of the Vietnamese people and dissident US
troops were key to stopping the war.  We recognize this and the fact that both coalition
troops are suffering under this occupation.  We blame the deaths of Iraqis and US troops
on the US Empire and its allies.



Actions & Endorsements
1. Fall Conference: National conferences allow activists to discuss, debate and plan next
steps in the movement and are invaluable to the continuity and life of CAN.  In the spirit
of the last national conference in November, the CC proposes that CAN have its next
national conference sometime Fall of 2004, date to be decided.  The CC would take
responsibility in making sure the conference happens with much involvement from CAN
members and chapters in planning, organizing, and implementation. 

2. Week of Action against Occupation (for the Fall)
-could have a different action every day.
-Could have a different action everyday
-At least on action that uniform
Possible ideas:
Publicity actions (die-ins, symbolic displays)
Put the war on trial
Landmine awareness

3. Speaking tour organized through speaker’s bureau that focuses on the issue of the
militarization of schools (possibly featuring Puerto Rican group FUDE).

4. Summer Organizing
a. Republican National Convention (CC already endorsed anti-RNC protest)
b. Democratic National Convention (CC already endorsed anti-DNC protest)
c. Boston Social Forum: endorse it; mobilize for it; CAN should sponsor at least 1

panel
d. As much outreach as possible over the summer

suggested events:
• Warped Tour
• Terrapin
• Concerts
• Other groups’ conferences

e. CAN endorses the following: The proposal is to endorse the project 3 days for
peace (www.3daysforpeace.org) and maybe help out with it.  I'm sending this email as a
representative of Lafayette High School (even though I do not attend the school
anymore).  They are helping me with the project.  The whole idea is a 3 day camp out
rally that involves music, speakers, workshops, training sessions and fun.  It's grassroots
oriented and national.  I'm working on getting some big name bands and speakers.  I'm also
offering slots for speaking for CAN, and if they want a workshop slot also.  All the
updates on what's going on can be found at http://groups.msn.com/3daysforpeace-org. All
interests in it contact myself at this email address.  It should be a great event and a great
opportunity.  It'll be something talked about for years to come and should definately
make it in the history books.
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5. We resolve to organize a campaign with the goal of exposing the true nature of the
upcoming June 30th “transfer of power” in Iraq.

6. We oppose the escalation of the war on the Palestinians under the banner of the war on
terrorism. We endorse the June UFPJ protests vs. the Israeli apartheid wall.

7. Signature Ad Campaign: We propose that CAN initiate a national signature-ad
campaign that highlights the cuts in the education budget and the diversion of those
resources to finance the occupation.  This ad will appear in national newspapers and
schools associated with CAN will sign on.  We can enlist other groups opposed to the
war, prominently activists, professors, etc. to sign on to the ad.

8. Literature and Resources
a. We propose that CAN produce a pamphlet that generalizes the lessons we've

learned about organizing students during the occupation phase of the antiwar movement.
This pamphlet should be produced after each of the regional conferences have been held
and there has been a chance for national discussion and debate. Every region should have
some input in the creation of the pamphlet.

b. Pamphlet showing the connections between war and racism using both facts
specifically about how the military affects Blacks and Latinos and actual experiences of
the connections between war and racism that have been made in campus
struggles/organizing.

c. Pamphlet on Palestine and the Occupation.
d. Encouragement for High Schools to get involved with CAN and show them

how.
e. A proposed reading list for CAN.
f. Expansion of CAN T-Shirts and buttons. More options and more supply. More

centralized.
g. CAN Created placards for protests.

9. Website
a. We propose CAN registers and buys the old antiwar.org domain name name and

the customizes it to bounce traffic to the current campusantiwar.net website.
Approximate cost will be $50 - $75 total over a 5 year period.

b. CAN website should additionally include: photojournals, minutes, PoU
(prominently), Paypal “Donate To” link, calendar, links to partner sites

c. Blog / student organizing message board: allows students to post and answer
questions about student organizing, report on events, etc. We believe this could serve as a
great tool for students all across the country. (this was the combination of 3 very similar
proposals, left up to the website working group to figure out the details).

10. Fundraising proposal:



In the last year, CAN has done some great work.   We’ve produced literature, held
a national day of action, and sent Khury to Iraq.  CAN has the potential to continue to
grow as a major force in the antiwar movement, but growth towards achieving our goals
requires funding.  As we grow financially, our actions can also grow.

As with many non-profit organizations, pledges are a very important part of
fundraising.  We propose that each campus group pledge to raise a certain amount of
money ($100, $500, whatever), report the goal amount to the financial committee, and
raise the fund by the national conference next fall.  If 30 schools raise $100 each, we’ll
already have $3000!  This money will be used to expand CAN’s action and make it
possible to end the occupation of Iraq.

11. Postponing Iraq Delegation: At the national conference in November, a proposal was
passed that CAN would send a delegation of students to Iraq this August.  Those
working on this have become increasingly concerned about logistical, financial and
security issues involved.  The coordinating committee is proposing that the delegation be
postponed to a later time.  Hopefully, in the future the project can be taken up again
when conditions improve.  We encourage those who are interested in it to keep looking
into the feasibility of the trip.
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