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Ballot Initiative a 'GO!' Attorney General Approves Initiative Petition on

Mass National Guard Deployment in Iraq

BOSTON- Attorney General Tom Reilly today certified a ballot initiative to

require the governor to withhold further National Guard deployment to Iraq

and to use his office to bring about the immediate recall of all Massachusetts

National Guard troops current in Iraq. This clears the way for campaign

volunteers to begin collecting the signatures needed to place the question

before the voters in November 2006.

The initiative, which is binding, has two provisions. 1) The governor is

required to use all legal avenues available to bring about the recall of the

National Guard from Iraq and to prevent any further deployment of National

Guard troops to Iraq. 2) The governor may not deploy the National Guard to

any foreign destination without approval of the state legislature. The

language was crafted by constitutional law experts who have litigated past

national guard issues on behalf of the state of Massachusetts, according to

Harold Hubschman of Brookline, a consultant working on this ballot

initiatives.

In western Massachusetts 20 volunteers have already contacted Traprock Peace

Center to help collect signatures, by emailing

<bringmassguardhome@traprockpeace.org>.  Sunny Miller of Deerfield,

Executive Director at Traprock, was one of the original signatories

submitting the ballot language to the Attorney General in July. Miller says,

"If you think the disaster of Hurricane Katrina was made worse by

government ineptitude, consider that at least folks knew a hurricane was

coming. In New England we're facing a disaster in a proposal at our oldest

nuclear reactor. A 20% uprate in power output at the Vernon reactor could

reduce one margin to just 18 seconds between shut-down and the beginning of

a melt-down. Imagine the confusion of needing an evacuation when people

can't see a disaster coming. What the world needs now is helping hands. We're

looking for two volunteers in each and every Massachusetts town willing to

spend some beautiful fall days collecting signatures. We need the Guard

home."

Joining this campaign is Military Families Speak Out, a national

organization of families with relatives in the military that has been

campaigning against the war in Iraq since 2002. “Last week’s Hurricane

Katrina painfully underscored the need for National Guard troops to be here

at home rather than deployed overseas in an unjustifiable war,” said Rose

Gonzalez, a member of Military Families Speak Out whose mother is currently

serving with the Massachusetts National Guard in Iraq. Military Families

Speak Out has a membership of 2,500 military families, including hundreds

of National Guard families, and are represented in all 50 states.

To place this initiative on the ballot, it will be necessary to collect

nearly 70,000 signatures of registered Massachusetts voters. Hubschman, a

specialist in running ballot initiatives, says, “... People’s anger and

frustration about the war is off the charts and this ballot initiative gives

them a concrete way to work to bring our troops home. Many grassroots

activists, and many organizations, have already agreed to join our campaign

and we’re  confident that we’ll have enough volunteers to complete the

signature drive.”  

For FAQ’s or to hear an interview on the process see http://www.traprockpeace.org/
bringmassguardhome@traprockpeace.org
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