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Protesters Win ‘Not guilty’ Jury Verdicts After Actions at “Gene Busting” Weapons Giant

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. – Twice in one week, Hennepin County District Court juries found a total of eight anti-nuclear activists “not guilty” of trespass at Alliant Techsystems (ATK), the largest military contractor in the state of Minnesota, and the nation’s largest supplier of uranium munitions known as “depleted uranium” or DU penetrators.


The defendants, four from rural Luck, Wisconsin, and four from Minneapolis, Minnesota, were found not guilty of trespass after they admitted that they had gone onto ATK’s property last July to deliver a written warning to company executives. The defendants argued that they had a right to demand a meeting with management to discuss ATK’s manufacture of armor-piercing DU -- the toxic, radioactive effects of which cause long-term damage to the environment and which cannot distinguish between combatants and civilians. The verdicts brought to 27 the number of jury acquittals in recent DU protest cases at ATK.


The defendants -- four who were acquitted Dec. 14 and four found not guilty in a separate trial Dec. 10 -- claimed that numerous treaties to which the United States is a party prohibit the production of poisonous, indiscriminate weapons. The activists also argued that these same treaties give individuals legal rights to take reasonable actions to prevent violations of humanitarian law.


In legal instructions given to the jury, Hennepin County District Judge Jack Nordby said that in Minnesota law, permission to be on the property of another can be granted by a statute, rule, regulation, or “other law.” Nordby went on to explain that “other law” means “any law enacted by the federal or state government, any treaty to which the United States is a party, or any binding rule of international law.” Minnesota’s trespass statute provides that if an individual can show they have a “claim of right” to be on private property, they can remain there without violating the law. 


The jurors were able to acquit the four defendants because they were persuaded that the defendants established their “claim of right” and had not acted with criminal intent.


Alliant has been at the center of anti-war protests for nine years because of its manufacture of land mines, cluster bombs and uranium munitions. A campaign by ATK critics, AlliantACTION, is now in its ninth year. (www.circlevision.org) Critics contend that all these weapons indiscriminately attack civilian non-combatants. Often called “depleted uranium” or DU, the armor penetrators are made of waste uranium-238 left after uranium-235 has been separated from uranium ore. Depleted only of uranium-235, DU has a radioactive half-life of 4.5 billion years. DU is a heavy metal toxin that emits alpha radiation and can be inhaled or ingested after it hits a hard target and becomes pulverized. The 1991 Gulf War left over 340 tons of DU littering Iraq, and over 170 tons were used in the recent U.S. invasion and take-over.   


"These aren't 'tank busters' like the company says, but gene busters that attack gene pool with toxic, radioactive pollution during the war, and for eons afterwards," said defendant John LaForge, a staff member of the peace group Nukewatch. – end –
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